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Judy, this is in response to your question “Iselscurity for the believer, or can
we lose our salvation?” | thought | would prepaneanswer in this format so that
you or others who may ask later may have thisrasesence when confronted
with this question by someone else.

There is no way in a few short passages | could leepee to fully address this
doctrinal issue, especially since so many excelleoks already exist on the
subject. And so what follows below is a summargest of my limited
knowledge on the subject. | rely fully on the @@t and inspired Word of God
whenever | look for answers to any doctrinal isand

on this one in particular | am including all my ldal references (taken from the
NIV, the underlining is my way of emphasizing soaspect of a specific
scripture).

In short, howevelTHERE IS NO WAY ANY BORN AGAIN BELIEVERIN
CHRIST COULD EVER LOSE THEIR SALVATION. The fact that Christ
redeemed us provides us with that assurance, $mnileone or something could
take away our salvation they would have to be neglaind greater than God
Himself, and clearly no such being exists. Howef@rthe uncertain readers of
this paper who want solid biblical evidence | paes/the following information.

Before | begin with the numerous references tg$sare on this matter | would
like to point out a few quick details | about theegtion itself — “can | lose my
salvation?" It has been my observation that whenduestion is asked it
normally has one of two root causes. Either theqeis asking the question
because they doubt their own salvation experiegioe thus fear they might lose
it, or they have seen a “Christian” do some hoeribing and cannot believe that
that person will get into heaven. Rarely havedrdesomeone ask the question
because of some deep theological need to discaxér t

| say this because knowing why the person is astiagjuestion will also tell you
how they will receive the answer, and what ansWwey need. If, for example, the
guestion is raised because someone doubts theisalwation experience, then
read 1 John 5:13 — “| write these things to you Wwkbeve in the name of the Son
of God so that you may knotlat you have eternal life” and John 3:16 — “For
God so loved the world that He gave His one ang soh that whosoever
believes in him shall ngierish but have eternal life."



The second type of person, the one who appea@v®diborn again experience
and then goes on to great sin, does not meanhgpérson has lost his or her
salvation. God’s grace is too great for that tousc There are many examples
within the Bible that illustrate this, such as #tery of David who committed
murder and others like him. But the best exammald/be Lot and not only the
life that he led, but the place in which he purfppstose to live that life. He
even offered his daughters to a rioting homosegtadd at his door the night
before Sodom was destroyed and yet we know thatf@eot him righteous and
saved him from that judgment.

While | recognize it is perplexing for Christiarsgee someone who blatantly
goes against the will of God and sin this doesmand of itself mean that
someone has lost their salvation, yes they may lusteewards and yes they are
clearly out of God’s will but this does not indieghat God will go against his
word, his promise given in John 3:16 — if a pergonks so, then they are
focusing on works and not on grace. “For by Graeeyou saved” we are told by
God, and "not of works" typically when the losssafvation question arises its
because we observed someone doing "bad" worksnK tve should leave that
person’s salvation between him or her and God aadsfon our own redemption.

The bottom line is that our salvation is not bagedis, on what we do, but our
salvation is based on God, his great love for uktha sacrifice of his son for us.
Your salvation is assured through Christ and thho@gd’s grace — not by
anything you do or do not do (works). If, as statedohn 3:16, you believe on the
name of Jesus, then you are saved — period — feteanity.

The remaining scripture references are providegie you an indication that
from the Old Testament through the New Testameaaretls no question that our
faith in Christ is justified and in no sense, noywar in no fashion can we ever
lose that blessed hope.

“If the LORD delights in a man’s way, he makes s$tisps firm; though he
stumbles, he will not falifor the LORD upholds him with his hand.” PsalmZ¥

“The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your la, O LORD, endures forever —
do not abandon the works of your hands." Psalm8L38:

“I will make an everlasting covenant with them: illwmever stop doing good to
them, and | will inspire them to fear me, so thnayt will never turn away from
me.” Jeremiah 32:40



“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word andidaess him who sent me has
eternal life and will nobe condemned; he has crossed over from deatte o li
John 5:24

“All that the Father gives me will come to me, avitbever comes to me | will
neverdrive away.” John 6:37

“And this is the will of him who sent me, that ladhlose noneof all that he has
given me, but rather raise them up at the last dray.my Father’s will is that
everyonewho looks to the Son and believes in him shalkehaeternal life and |
will raise him up at the last day.” John 6:39-40

“Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to who shall vo& gYou have the words of
eternal life. We believe and know that you arekliody One of God.” John 6:68-
69

“My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and tlieNow me. | give them
eternal life, and they shall neveerish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater #ia no one can snatch them
out of my Father’s handl and the Father are one." John 10:27-30.

"No, the Father himself loves you because you hawed me and have believed
that | came from God." John 16:27

"Then Jesus’ disciples said, ‘Now you are speaklegrly and without figures of
speech. Now we can see that you know all thingd that you do not even need
to have anyone ask you questions. This makeslievd¢hat you came from
God.” ‘You believe at last!" Jesus answered. ‘Buime is coming, and has come,
when you will be scattered, each to his own hoivieu will leave me all alone.
Yet | am not alone, for my Father is with me. Vé&old you these things, so that
in me_you may have peacén this world you will have trouble. But takedrt! |
have overcome the world.” John 16:29-33

"For | gave them the words you gave me and theg@ed them. They knew with
certaintythat | came from you, and they believed that yent sne." John 17:8

“I will remain in the world no longer, but they aséll in the world, and | am
coming to you. Holy Father, protettem by the power of your name — the name
you gave me — so that they may be one as we aré dabn 17:11

"After his suffering, he showed himself to thesenmaad gave many convincing
proofsthat he was alive. He appeared to them overiagef forty days and
spoke about the kingdom of God." Acts 1:3



"Is this blessedness only for the circumcised,|sw &or the uncircumcised? We
have been saying that Abraham’s faith was creddddm as righteousness.”
Romans 4:8-9

"Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding fnomise of God, but was
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to Godhdp&ully persuaded that God
had the power to do what he had promis&tis is why ‘it was credited to him as
righteousness.” Romans 4:20-22

"Therefore, since we have been justified througth fave have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we lgareed access by faith into
this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoitéhie hope of the glory of God.
Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferingscause we know that suffering
produces perseverance; perseverance, charactesharatter, hope. And hope
does not disappoint us, because God has pourddsdotve into hearts by the
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us." Romans 5:1-5

For you did not receive a spirit that makes yolagesagain to fear, but you
received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cApba" father. The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are Godlsldren. Now if we are
children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and@ostwith Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may alsre in his glory." Romans
8:15-17

"And we know that in all thing&od works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.thase God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the likeness o$bis, that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers. And those he preatesthe also called; those he
called, he also justified; those he justified, @ alorified.” Romans 8:28-30

"Who will bring any charge against those who Gos tlaosen? It is God who
justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jeshs, died — more than that, who
was raised to life — is at the right hand of God mnalso interceding for us. Who
shall separate usom the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hargsbr persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?" RoB&835

"No, in all these things we are more than congsettsmough him who loved us.
For | am convinced that neither death nor lifethrezi angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neliegght nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation will be able to separate osffthe love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord." Romans 8:37-39



"He will keep you strong to the end, so that yoli be blameless on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called youfeltowship with his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, is faithful." 1 Corinthians 1:8-9

"Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firr@hrist. He anointed us,
set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spautr hearts as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come." 2 Corinthians 221-

"Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of twsiito our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out "Abba, Father." Galatians 4:6

"For he chose us in him before the creation ofwbdd to be holy and blameless
in His sight. In love he predestined us to be &&lbpas his sons through Jesus
Christ in accordance with his pleasure and wikfihesians 1:4-5

"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with wimoyou were sealed for the
day of redemption.” Ephesians 4:30

“Being confident of this, that he who began a gaadk in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus." Phiigns 1:6

"Therefore, my dear friends, as you have alwayyetbe- not only in my
presence, but now much more in my absence — cantowork out your
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God ewworks in you to will and to do
according to his good purpose.” Philippians 2:82-1

"My purpose is that they may be encouraged in haadtunited in love, so that
they may have the full riches of complete undeditamin order that they may
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ." Colossi&:2

"May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify yawtiyh and through. May your
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless atcttiming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and_hé# @o it." 1 Thessalonians 5:23-
24

"That is why | am suffering as | am. Yet | am nshamed, because | know whom
| have believed, and am convinced that he is abtpiirdwhat | have entrusted to
him for that day." 2 Timothy 1:12

"The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack amidl bring me safely to his
heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever andrenen.” 2 Timothy 4:18



"We want each of you to show this same diligenddaéovery end, in order to
make your hope sure." Hebrews 6:11

"But because Jesus lives forever, he has a permpnesthood._Therefore he is
able to save completethhose who come to God through him, because heyalwa
lives to intercede for them." Hebrews 7:24-25

“Because by one sacrifice he has made perfectéotbose who are being made
holy." Hebrews 10:14

"Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart ihassurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty carsm and having our bodies
washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervinglihe hope we profess for he
who promised is faithful Hebrews 10:22-23

"Now faith is being sure of what we hope for andae of what we do not see.”
Hebrews | 1:1

"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord JE$uist! In his great mercy he
has given us new birth into a living hope throulgé tesurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead; and into an inheritance that_ carnperish spoil, fade — kept in
heaven for you, who through faith are shielthgdSod’s power until the coming
of the salvation that is ready to be revealed enléist time." 1 Peter 1:3-5

"And the God of all grace, who called you to hisreal glory in Christ, after you
have suffered a little while, will himself restoyeu and make your strong, firm
and steadfast." 1 Peter 5:10

“My dear children, | write this to you so that yaull not sin. But if anybody
does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father idefense — Jesus Christ, the
Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice forsons, and not only for ours but
also for the sins of the whole world." 1 John 2:1-

"No one who is born of God will continue to sinchase God’s seed remains in
him; he cannot go on sinning because he has bearob&od." 1 John 3:9

"We know that we have passed from death to lifeabee we love our brothers.
Anyone who does not love remains in death." 1 Jhhd

"Dear children, let us not love with words or toeduut with actions and in truth.
This then is how we knowhat we belong to the truth, and how we set oartke
at rest in his presence whenever our hearts condem#@or God is greater than
our hearts, and he knows everything." 1 John 348-



"We know that we live in him and he in us, becauséas given us of his Spirit.”
1 John 4:13

"Anyone who believes in the Son of God has thisrtemy in his heart. Anyone
who does not believe God has made him out to @,ebkecause he has not
believed the testimony God has given about his o this is the testimony:
God has given us eternal lifend this life is in his Son." 1 John 5:10-11

"l write these things to you who believe in the maof the Son of God so that you
may knowthat you have eternal life." 1 John 5:13

"We know that anyone born of God does not contiougn; the one who was
born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one canawh him 1 John 5:18

"Jude, a servant of jesus Christ and a brotheamie$, to those who have been
called, who are loved by God the Father, and kgpefus Christ." Jude 1

“To him who is able to keep you from falliragnd to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with great’joyude 24

| hope this preliminary review of the scripturedl\welp in your understanding.
Clearly God does not call us to be saved only¥e gp on us later on. Also note
where it says that God saved us from before thedations of the world — he new
before we were born who we would be and how wetwith out — so there is
nothing you can do that is a surprise to Him, tfeeeeif he saved you knowing all
about your past, present and future, how couldpassibly do anything which
would result in losing your salvation?

That would be like saying that you could do somadthat would cause God to
change His mind about having saved you. This afsm®is simply foolishness.
We can and should trust in the Lord and be asghedur salvation is real and is
eternal — nothing, no power, no person, no acsitu@tion can take you from the
Lord. Your name has been written in the Lamb’skooblife, and we’ll live and
rule with Christ our redeemer — no question, nobdono shadow of turning —
saved and saved forever! Hope this has been selpe H you still have
guestions don't hesitate to ask.

Wes



