EASTER

Easter Sunday: Jesus is Alive! Seeing is Believing John 19:28-20:30

Last week, our study took us through Palm Sunday and the excitement of the coming King of Kings as Jesus entered the
city. We learned from our studies that Christ, the Lamb of God, entered the city through one gate while through another
came the sheep for the annual Passover meal. We learned from secular sources of the day that approximately 250,000
sheep were brought from the fields outside of Bethlehem to Jerusalem where over two and half million Jews had gathered
from all over the known world to celebrate Passover. They heard about, and many saw, this man Jesus and the praises of

the crowds as he neared the city, "Hosanna!".

We also saw the many parallels between the first Passover and Christ in Exodus Chapter 12, and how God protects his own
from death through the sacrifice of the Lamb. We then examined Paul's message in Ephesians regarding the breaking down

of the partition (reconciliation) between the Jew and the Gentile that occurred at Christ's death and resurrection.

This week we celebrate that resurrection with a look at the events in those early hours and days just following Easter
Sunday - and the many proofs that Christ is indeed alive, and coming back again. We serve a living Savior and we know
it - reminding ourselves of the reasons why we know it that help us celebrate with certainty the resurrection of our

Savior.

If you've never experienced the saving power of Christ, I pray that this lesson will open your eyes to the reality that
Christ is real, He’s alive, and He’s coming again - HE IS THE MESSIAH - Hallelujah!

Read John 19:28-20:30; then answer the following questions:

1. In John 19:28-42, cite how specific verses in this passage indicate that Christ actually did die and didn’t just fall
asleep. (You should see proof from many different events and actions within these verses.)

2. Who declared Jesus dead? The Disciples? His mother? Mary Magdalene? The Romans?

3. Who first discovered the empty tomb? Was it a disciple or a Pharisee?

4. Who was first to actually enter the tomb?



5. Who was the first person to believe that Jesus was indeed the true Messiah? Why? Had he seen the risen Christ?

6. Who was the second person to believe that Jesus was the Messiah? Why?

7. What did Mary do after seeing and believing Christ?

8. What did the disciples say to Thomas when he entered the room?

9. What was Thomas’ reaction when he realized who Christ was?

10. How many people actually saw Christ after he was raised from the dead? (see 1 Corinthians 15:1-8)

11. What did Christ say to Thomas about people who saw him and believed, versus those of us who would come many
years later, not actually see Christ, and yet also believe?

Can we then honestly believe that a man who we know was actually born and walked this earth, who fulfilled all of the
prophecy in the Old Testament about the Messiah perfectly; a man who ministered, performed miracles, died on the
cross, and was declared dead by Roman Soldiers (who were trained in death by crucifixion); a man who was buried by
Jews (who knew who to bury dead people), rose from the dead, was seen by no less that 514 or more people for forty
days after his resurrection, and was taken up to heaven which was also witnessed by many - and who said he would
return for us just as the scriptures spoke? Can we then put all of our trust and faith in him as our Savior? You Bet! There
is no other like Christ -- He is our Savior, He is alive, He is seated at the right hand of God, and......HE IS COMING
AGAIN! Praise God for great grace and Christ for his death and resurrection - We're saved and we know it, and we know

it because Christ really is alive, and the grave really is empty! Hallelujah!

Let us celebrate His resurrection and keep our eyes open for the signs of His coming. Today we are two thousand years
closer to His coming, let us live and act as the people of God, anxiously awaiting the return of our Savior. Knowing that if
our death precedes His coming again we will pass from death into life and be immediately in His presence. As He told

us, God is the God of the living, not the dead. Praise Him for his great love and sacrifice for us.

God Bless you all during the Easter Season.

In Christ,

Wes



